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India's first unrelated cord blood transplantation

done in Chennai
19 Jul 2007, 1540 hrs IST, PTI
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CHENNAI:  Apollo Hospitals on
Thursday claimed it had performed
the country's first  successful
unrelated cord blood transplant on
an eight-year-old boy.
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Howard, the boy from Uganda, was
suffering from Fanconi Anaemia , a
genetic condition resulting in bone
marrow failure which if left untreated
could lead to death due to bleeding,
infection or leukaemia.
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He was transfused with two matched
cord blood units from the US,
Ramesh Nimmagada, senior
consultant in oncology at Apollo
Hospitals, told a press conference.

"This is a milestone in many ways for the Indian medical fraternity," she said.

Doctors had to use two cord units on the boy because of his weight, Revathi
Raj, senior consultant in paediatric haematology, said.

"But eventually only one of his two cords will engraft,” she said.

Raj said after a period of about six weeks, Howard's blood count has become
normal and he is doing well 100 days after the infusion.

"I am is feeling good and looking forward to go home and see my brother.
When | heard about the transplant | was very scared. But when they did it, |
didn't feel anything," Howard said.

The transplant, which would have cost about Rs 4.5 crore in the US, cost only
Rs 45 lakh here, Nimmagada said. "Of that, Rs 30 lakh went to the National
Marrow Donor Programme (NMDP) for the cords. So the transplant itself was
not costly."

In January, Apollo had registered with NMDP in the US to perform unrelated
donor searches from India. NMDP has 10 million volunteer bone marrow
donors and access to over 50,000 frozen cold blood units.

& print = Write to Editor

B save 1 EMail

Ads by Google

The Nostradamus Code

World War 1I: 2008 - 2012 The New Book by Michael
Rathford

NostradamusOnline.com

Comments to the Editor
Be the first to write to the Editor.

Write here ...

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/India/Indias first unrelated cord blood transplantatio...

News in this Section

Fmr Mumbai top cop vows to expose coterie
against him

Pratibha Patil's Resume

Mayawati to meet Manmohan Singh to press
for economic package for UP

Australia seeks details of Haneef's accounts

More >>

Other News

= US ready for hot pursuit into Pakistan

= Mumbai building collapse toll climbs to 21
= Rice and pasta hasten N-deal

= AIADMK likely to vote for Shekhawat

Pictures  Videos

My Times , My Voice
= |s road rage in Delhi a result of traffic
indiscipline or growing intolerance?
= Should schools have two vacations spread
over Dasara and Christmas?
More >>

Most
Read

Most
Emailed

Times
Updates

Hannah Foster case: SC refuses to stay
Kohli's extradition to UK ( 1058hrs )

Tigers shell army camp in Sri Lanka, three
killed ( 1016hrs )

India seeks Canada's excellence in higher
learning (0937hrs )

US space shuttle Endeavour's crew
prepares for August launch (0915hrs )

More »

Horoscope

ICancer vl Gol
ePaper: Print Edition

fimnasenie?| Get the replica of your
favourite edition of Times of
India Feel at home..

View ePaper

1

mPaper: Mobile Edition
= Get the news on the move

| View Demo

i-Bazaar
Shop

ofler 7

) Rs. 634

Rs 634
Better Homes & Gardens 70% off
More >>
Travel
Holidays
Uniquely Singapore 3N/4D Rs 12,000
Amazing Thailand 4N/5D Rs 15,550
Explore Austria 6N/7D Rs 44,000
More >>
Mobile 8888
All time favourite hits
Dream cars mobile downloads
More >>

7/20/2007



India’s first unrelated cord blood transplantation done in Chennai-India-The Times of India Page 2 of 2

Related Ads

= India

= The Times of India
= |ndia News Paper
= Education in India
= Hindustan Times

Fast money transfers to India

Hutch Home Calling Card

About Us | Advertise with Us | Careers @ TIL | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | Feedback | Sitemap
Copyright © 2007 Times Internet Limited. All rights reserved. For reprint rights: Times Syndication Service
This site is best viewed in 1024x768 resolution.

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/India/Indias first unrelated cord blood transplantatio... 7/20/2007



