New fund aims to draw young scientists

The National Research Foundation's
new grant puts a lot of money in the
hands of young scientists. Judith Tan
and Lee Hui Chieh speak to researchers
about its pull factor, what can result
in casting such a wide net, and other
grants available out there

CLINICIAN-SCIENTIST Al-
len Yeoh's study in ﬂ-um
ed cure in childhood leukae-
mia is going well - and a
curerniao 80 per cent is

What he needs now to

“the technology that can ap-

ply the treatment to cure

these kids", Associate Pro-

fessor Yeoh, "a semior consult-

ant with the Children's Med-

ical Institute at the Nnnunulld
I ital, tol

ises high salaries and perma-

nent positions as wel!
These perks are aimed at

the "bablu of the research

t-doctoral
:‘c:eumts agedpms and un-

Uni
"IheStrmtsTimzs.

aAn
with local researchers and
sludri_ints," she said,

(NRF) research fellow-
ship grant ofumeSSlS
o on (5§23 3 over

reeyea:sm ure young sci-
entists already Ion%nng into
this technology to “para-
chute in and conduct their
study here”.
new NRF drlesear:h
package is open to all nation-
alities md all areas of sci-
with
¢ disci-

ence and technol

no quota on i

fings.
It comes not just with

some of the most generous
funding around, but it prom-

et budget is
necessary to young re-
searchers link up with over-
seas institutions to help with
the research, said Dr Eu-
ene Soh, the National
ealthcare Group's deputy
chief projects officer over-
seeing research and develop-
ment.
He said: “Ri his

it, and even relocate to Sin-
apore if they are now
overseas,

mym is especially since
the world's research power-
house, the United States, is
finances in re-

e hudglont for lts
hiumedical research, the N'av
tional Institutes of Health
WIH} has stagnated at

4 billion or so since

It is estimated that if this
Tast year's US6266 bi-
at A -
lion, the ncy will lose
more per cent of its

purchasing power compars
1o four years ago, due to in-
flation.

The new NRF grant
;r?ug&ks out to a t?x::l:
the $200 00?!?3500 000 a

year ts&mnlly given to

In ﬂm Us, nuus scien-
tists get pmbl Jusl half of
‘what the it awards,
utlmalgd Professor Barry
Halliwell, the National Uni-
versity of re's depu-
mmdut research and

olnﬂ{)
He said: "ﬂ the US,E::
investigators have been find-
ing it more difficult to ob-
tain funds. This t might
be attractive to them.”

ting more collaborative,

Yau have to partner others

sigu want your work to
it internationally.”

The size of the grant

alone is a big pull factor for

young scientists to apply for

F Edison Liu,
hetad [l’slho Gommzldlljﬁl'i-
tute of re, ol e
Straits 1‘!:%5: at such
w;gis are Hﬂmﬂardr}l!o the
prestigious Howard Hu;
or Ludwig Foundam
awards,

Noting that US$500,000

a year for a junior mmﬁ
8

he said: “I'd prefer this

amount to be stretched over

four to five years for junior

individuals.”

He cautioned that the
NRF needs to pay attention
SEEieskis

ividuals when they are
done with the reuan:i and
are still working at the uni-
versities.

Also nrgi:f caution is Dr

man and
home-grown medical tech-

nology company, Health-
STATS International. He
said the grant is a good start

as it is a b15 net which the
Government is casting.

“But we must have the
means to sieve the
pile and not throw away the
?wlforlhehshmge ltisa

We can-
not as&ume we have all the
expertise. There must :le

1o |-
mﬁ the nndmlcmspecu
l:ie& lhope the com emmn

Agreet gr Steve.n

Fang, Gmup of C)rGen-
||:sandpast chairman of Bio-
Smsapore said what might
be more useful is & separate
budget “to follow on with
the successful candidates or
fellowship into the next
realm of translational re-
search and perhaps even
commercialisation™.

Grant an important in
retaini mmm.
Page s

Where the research money comes from
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